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when one Northern branch declared as "a condi-
tion precedent to the admission of southern appli-
cants that these confess as sinful all opinions before
held in regard to slavery, nullification, rebellion
and slavery, and stigmatize secession as a crime
and the withdrawal of the southern churches as a
schism." Another Northern group declared that
Southern ministers must be placed on probation
and must either prove their loyalty or profess re-
pentance for disloyalty and repudiate their former
opinions. As a result several Presbyterian bodies
in the South joined in a strong union, to which
also adhered the synods of several Border States.
The Methodist Episcopal Church, South, was
confronted with conditions similar to those which
prevented the reunion of the Presbyterians. The
Northern church, according to the declaration of
its authorities, also came down to divide the spoils
and to "disintegrate and absorb" the "schis-
matic" Southern churches. Already many South-
ern pulpits were filled with Northern Metho-
dist ministers placed there under military protec-
tion; and when they finally realized that reunion
was not possible, these Methodist worthies re-
solved to occupy the late Confederacy as a mission
field and to organize congregations of blacks and